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Reading Attainment and the Importance of Daily Reading
Below are the current percentages of children at Manor Field meeting age-expected standards in Reading:
	Aslacton Primary School
	Manor Field Infant and Nursery School 

	· Year 1: 45.5%
	· Year 1: 30%

	· Year 2: 66.7%
	· Year 2: 57%

	· Year 3: 70%
	· n/a

	· Year 4: 30%
	· n/a

	· Year 5: 71.4%
	· n/a

	· Year 6: 66.7%
	· n/a 

	
	· 


At the end of Key Stage 2 (Year 6), the national average for children reaching age-expected standards in Reading is 75%.
Reading—whether for enjoyment or study—provides wide-ranging benefits. It strengthens memory, focus, and cognitive development; supports emotional well-being expands vocabulary and general knowledge; improves analytical skills; and even contributes to better sleep and long-term health.
How much should my child read each day?
Finding additional time for reading in a busy schedule can be challenging. Rather than focusing on a specific number of minutes, we encourage families to embed reading into daily routines in a way that feels enjoyable and sustainable. Even 10 minutes a day can make a meaningful difference.
How do I foster a love of reading?
Recent research (2025) shows that children are increasingly motivated to read a wide range of formats—including comics, magazines, song lyrics, and digital media. Personalising reading choices, allowing children autonomy, and embracing the formats they naturally enjoy can help re-engage reluctant readers and nurture a positive reading culture.
Everyday materials—such as comic books, cereal boxes, magazines, audiobooks, and podcasts—can all support reading habits and spark interest.
The Impact of Being Read to at Home
A study highlighted a significant “million-word gap” between children who are regularly read to and those who are not. Children who are read five books a day hear approximately 1.4 million more words by age five than children who are never read to. Even reading just a few times per week leads to substantial vocabulary exposure.




Estimated total words heard by age five:
· Never read to 4,662
· 1–2 times per week: 63,570
· 3–5 times per week: 169,520
· Daily: 296,660
· Five books a day: 1,483,300
Reading has a measurable impact on academic success as well as emotional and mental well-being.
Supporting Your Child’s Reading at Home
If you would like book recommendations, please visit: https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/recommended-reads/
Local libraries, including Long Stratton, Diss, and Harleston, are excellent resources for exploring a variety of texts: https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/article/40209/Long-Stratton-Library
To help build positive reading habits:
· Reception, Year 1, Year 2: Please read with or to your child every night for one week to help establish a routine.
· Year 3 & Year 4: Talk with your child about their preferred reading topics and formats.
· Year 5 & Year 6: Consider reading the same book as your child to create a simple “family book club” and encourage discussion.
· Bedtimes and journey’s: Please remember audio books are another good option.
Thank you for supporting your child’s reading journey. Promoting a love of reading gives children vital skills for both academic achievement and lifelong well-being.
Mrs Haines
Executive Head Teacher
Telephone number: 01508 530356
Email: office@manorfield.org
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